
October 17, 2019 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.   

Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda with multiple additions.  Commissioner Jacobson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 8th meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Danielle (Willprecht) Stortroen stopped in to introduce herself to the board as the recently hired Crime 

Victim Advocate.   

At 9:30 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board with regard to the Resolution that had been 

approved at the October 8th meeting regarding the MAGIC Fund.  Mr. Brue acknowledged that the board had 

not been presented with the Declaration of Trust for the Minnesota Association of Governments Investing for 

Counties (MAGIC Fund); therefore, the resolution was invalid.  Since that time the board had been presented 

with the Declaration of Trust and therefore; a new resolution should be adopted.  After some discussion, 

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 10-17-2019-1, a Resolution Authorizing Entry into a 

Joint Powers Agreement in the Form of a Declaration of Trust Establishing an Entity Known as “Minnesota 

Association of Governments Investing for Counties” and Authorizing Participation in Certain Investment 

Programs in Connection Therewith.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote 

there were 5 yeas and 0 nays and the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file 

in the A/T Office.   

A/T Hanson then brought before the board a notice from the Association of Minnesota Counties regarding 

the upcoming Annual Conference with concern of individuals designated as voting delegates for Norman 

County.   Donna noted that in the past Kristi Nelson, Social Services Director, has stated that she would 

forego her designation as a voting delegate if there were someone else interested, as she generally does not 

attend this conference.  A/T Hanson inquired whether the board would like to designate new County 

Highway Engineer, Keith Berndt, as a delegate.  After some discussion, the board felt this would be a good 

idea, however, wanted to discuss it with Mr. Berndt later in the meeting when he was present.   

Discussion then turned to the Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust annual meeting announcement 

and notice of board elections received in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.  The annual meeting will be held in 

conjunction with the AMC Annual Conference and prior to the meeting, each county must provide MCIT with 

the name of its voting delegate and alternate.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the board to 

table this decision until the next meeting.   

A/T Hanson then presented the board with a $500 donation received from Gary Cares for the Canine Unit.  

Commissioner Hall made a motion to accept the donation with thanks to those contributing to the county 

canine unit.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:45 a.m. Chief Deputy, Benjamin Fall, brought before the board information regarding a MN Dept of 

Natural Resources Off Highway Vehicle Grant Program.  Chief Deputy Fall explained that the County would be 

receiving an OHV Grant for $7,206.00 for July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2021, and requested the board pass 

CR 10-17-2019-2, A resolution Authorizing Chief Deputy Benjamin Fall of the Norman County Sheriff’s Office, 

to sign on behalf of the Norman County Sheriff’s Office to the terms of the MN DNR Off Highway Vehicle 

(OHV) Grant Program for July 01,2019 through June 30, 2021.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall 

made a motion to adopt CR 10-17-2019-2 as presented.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and 

on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

At this time Chairman Redland gave a report on his visit to Riverview LLP’s dairy farm at Campbell, MN, in 

southern Wilkin County.  Chairman Redland was very impressed with the dairy operation.  Nathan did note 

that the location of the proposed dairy in Waukon Township has changed to Section 32 or 33 from the 

previous proposed site due to boring samples which were not acceptable at the previous location.   

At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Redland called for a short break.   

At 10:05 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Highway Engineer presented his agenda.  At this time, Chairman Redland 

inquired whether Keith would be attending the AMC Conference, and whether he would be interested in 

serving as a voting delegate for the county.  Mr. Berndt was willing to do so, and A/T Hanson will notify AMC 

as to the change.   



Engineer Berndt began with a proposal from Houston Engineering and Braun Intertec to provide engineering 

services for replacement of a bridge in Section 9 of Fossum Township.  The bridge replacement has been 

requested by the Fossum Township Board and is on Norman County’s 5-year plan for replacement in 2020.  

The proposal from Houston Engineering is for an estimated amount of $86,311.  The proposal from Braun 

Intertec was for an estimated $17,920 to perform the required geotechnical engineering on the project.  

After some discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the proposed contracts with 

Houston Engineering and Braun Intertec.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was for a proposal received from Houston Engineering to provide 

engineering services for grading and surfacing of CSAH 10 between CSAH 39 and CSAH 25, (7 miles).  Keith 

noted that the proposal included Right of Way Acquisitions, at a cost of $90,208, which he felt was high and 

recommended striking that from the proposal.  With that removed, the proposal was $184,820.  After some 

discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve Houston Engineering to provide engineering 

services for grading and resurfacing CSAH 10 between CSAH 39 and CSAH 25 not to exceed $184,820.   

Engineer Berndt then addressed the board regarding a contract with regard to the highway building project 

from Widseth, Smith and Nolting, which he wanted to clarify whether this had been acted upon or not, as he 

had an unsigned contract he had found in a file.  The board assured Keith that this had been approved at a 

past board meeting and A/T Hanson noted that work had begun on the Space needs assessment, as we had 

received two invoices for that part of the project.   

Engineer Berndt then brought forward an Application for Maintenance Work on CD 65, requesting spraying 

trees and cattails, from Steven Anderson, Shirley Solem and Gaylan Larson.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 

motion to approve the CD 65 application for maintenance, Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Keith then updated the board on the CSAH 3 project, noting the weather is holding things back but they are 

hopeful to have access around by the cemetery and anticipate the weather improving so they can button up 

the project before winter sets in.  Engineer Berndt also noted that the CSAH 25 road raise is progressing, the 

clay is in, and are anticipating getting gravel down soon, hoping to have concrete in before winter, otherwise 

will have gravel over the winter.  Commissioners inquired on the Hwy 75 project, Engineer Berndt relayed 

that he had spoken with the DOT engineer recently and he was hopeful they would have the road open by 

the end of the month.  Engineer Berndt also noted that Sellin Brothers are working very hard on the 

Industrial Park project and should be done before freeze up.   

Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of Infrastructure, then brought forward the Application for Maintenance Work 

on CD 17 which had been tabled at the last meeting, stating that he had looked through all of his files, and 

A/T Hanson had looked through the ditch files in her office, and they had no information showing any 

changes to CD 17 from when it was originally established; therefore, he recommended approving the survey 

and cleaning of both portions of CD 17.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve CD 17 survey and 

cleaning of Ditch 17 which was tabled at the last board meeting.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Discussion was then held on the e-mail received from Marijo Vik with regard to the minimum maintenance 

designation of CR 132, noting that this is the only access they have into and out of their property and they 

must travel this road each day.  Bob assured Ms. Vik that the sign was put up to discourage general traffic on 

the road, and that the county is not treating it as a minimum maintenance road.  This was done many years 

ago to dissuade the general public from using the road as it quite often is flooded or close to impassable.  Ms. 

Vik was satisfied with the explanation and thanked Bob for clarifying this for her.   

Commissioner Bommersbach inquired of Engineer Berndt whether they were going to be having a road tour 

this fall as has generally been done each year to see the road projects that have been completed or near 

completion as well as what may be on the plan for future years.  After some discussion, October 23rd was 

picked as a date for the road tour, beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the Highway Dept.   

Bob Ramstad also shared some photos taken on CR 138 west of Borup showing damage done to the road 

trying to harvest sugar beets on that road.  He questions what is considered excessive damage to roads and 

what can be done about it.   

At 10:40 a.m. Peggy Nord, Income Maintenance Supervisor for Social Services, presented the board with the 

2020-2021 County MN Family Investment Program (MFIP) Biennial Service Agreement with the MN 

Department of Human Services.  Ms. Nord fielded a host of questions from board members concerning this 

program.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the 2020-2021 County MFIP Biennial Service 

Agreement with the MN Dept of Human Services.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   



At 10:55 a.m. Jeremy Thornton, NC Sheriff, addressed the board with his agenda items.  The first item was a 

request for a part-time dispatcher position as an on-call position to fill in for vacations or sick leave.  At this 

time, he has one individual who is on call in this type of situation, but they have maxed out the amount they 

can earn in a year.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve a part-time 

dispatcher position as an on-call/vacation/sick leave position.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

The second item on Sheriff Thornton’s agenda was a proposal from Arvig for an Administrative Phone System 

in the Sheriff’s Office.  Jeremy explained that the Sheriff’s Office could not be on the same system as the 

courthouse as it is run through the internet and any time the internet was experiencing problems, the 

Sheriff’s Office would be without phone service.  Sheriff Thornton recommended the purchase of a Digital 

Hybrid IP-PBX system which would be configured to handle 7 lines and 9 telephones at a purchase price of 

$7,065.00.  Jeremy also suggested purchasing the 5-year parts & labor warranty at a cost of $1,138.00.  He 

did note that if this was installed at the same time as the E-911 system upgrade this could be purchased using 

E-911 funds.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the NC Sheriff 

purchasing the Digital Hybrid IP-PBX telephone system along with the 5-year parts & labor warranty using E-

911 funds with it being installed along with the Next Gen E-911 system.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.  Sheriff Thornton did note that the E-911 equipment should be put in place 

the end of November, beginning of December if everything stays on track.   

Sheriff Thornton also informed the board that he will be applying for a GIS mapping grant in conjunction with 

the Next Gen E-911 system.  He stated that end of life is coming on the current software program used with 

911 mapping and he is looking at options for the county.   

A/T Hanson then addressed the board with CR 10-17-2019-3, a resolution resolving that all parcels of tax-

forfeited land listed on the 2019 List of Tax-Forfeited land be classified as non-conservation land, that the 

basic sale price of each parcel is on file with the Clerk of the County Board, be approved and authorization for 

public sale of the land be granted pursuant to M.S. 282.01, the sale will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 

December 3, 2019, by the County Auditor at the County Courthouse for not less than the basic sale price; and 

all sales shall be full payment in cash.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 10-17-2019-3, 

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 

unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

At 11:15 a.m. Chairman Redland asked if all commissioners had been able to review the bills.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as submitted:  

Revenue -- $4,421.35  Road & Bridge -- $89,684.56  County Building - $354.50 

Public Health -- $682.55  Solid Waste -- $15,756.24  County Homes -- $1.59  

TOTAL -- $110,900.79 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:17 a.m. Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting.      

 

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman of the Board    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


